
Crisis in Burundi
Christian leaders in Tanzania respond to an in  ̄ux 
of refugees due to the political con  ̄ict in Burundi
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Photo: a Syrian girl cares for her 
brother and sister in Lebanon

Fatima's Story  
Fatima has lived in a refugee camp since she 
was two years old. A tent school is giving her the 
compassionate learning environment she needs 
to grow, academically and spiritually.
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Dear Friend,

In March, we told you Kaiis's story, 
a Syrian boy with a heart-warming 
smile. In April, we told you about 
Abeer, a ten-year-old who works 
long days in the ® elds during 
harvest but is ® rst in her class at 
her tent school. In this issue, we're 
telling Fatima's story, a precious 
six-year-old who is learning her 
shapes and numbers at a tent 
school in Bekaa Valley, Lebanon.

These children have at least one 
thing in common: they share 
the experience of displacement. 
Forced from their homes in war-
torn Syria and placed in refugee 
camps, education was unavailable 
to them until Lebanese Christians, 
partners of Tent Schools 
International, brought schools to 
the camps. 

Together, we will continue to 
establish these important centers 
of learning in transitional areas, so 
that children like Kaiis, Abeer and 
Fatima are not defeated by their 
displacement, but empowered by 
news of God's love for them, and 
the opportunities presented by a 
quality education. Join us. 

Grace and Peace,

Emily Klooster, Editor
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Fatima has lived in a refugee 
camp in Bekaa Valley, Lebanon 
since she was two years old. 
Her parents, four brothers 
and one sister • ed the town of 
Edleb, Syria four years ago, 
when random bombings in 
the area by militants caused 
bakeries and grocery stores to 
close. Food became scarce, 
and Fatima’s parents decided to 
move to Lebanon in search of 
food security and safety for their 
young family.

Once the family arrived in 
Bekaa Valley, education for the 
children became a concern for 
Fatima’s parents. Most refugee 
camps around the globe do not 
have schools, and the average 
refugee is displaced for 17 years 
- a situation that could leave a 
generation of displaced children 
without the chance to learn and 
grow, academically or spiritually.
Fatima’s parents were relieved 
when a tent school was 

established in their camp by 
Lebanese Christians.

“Academically, this is the ! rst 
time Fatima attended any kind 
of school, so it was a new 
experience for her, “ reports the 
Lebanese organization* behind 
the tent school. “At ! rst it wasn’t 
easy for her as she was not used 
to sitting in a classroom...but with 
the help of the teacher, she is 
doing much better and enjoying 
school.”

Fatima now knows eight letters 
of the Arabic alphabet, basic 
shapes, and she is beginning to 
understand and write numbers. A 
new tent school in the region will 
serve 50 children like Fatima.

Together, we can show God's 
love through education centered 
on the teachings of Jesus. Give 
today at tentschoolsint.org/give.
*Name withheld for security reasons

Fatima's Story
Fatima is six years old and has spent most of her life in 
a refugee camp. She is now attending school for the 
® rst time. 

Bekaa Valley, Lebanon

Fatima, age 6



In order to fully equip a school 
and maximize impact, each 
school is out• tted with • ve Kits: 
one for the teacher and four 
for the classroom. On average, 
a Kit costs $475 for materials, 
assembly and postage. 

A coin drive at your church or 
school could out® t a tent school 
with technology, equipping 
50 children with access to a 
computer for the ® rst time. 
Learn more at 
tentschoolsint.org/technology.
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Burundi Crisis Escalates 
Christian leaders establish tent schools as 
Burundian refugees stream into Tanzania

Since a violent political con! ict 
broke out in Burundi last year, a 
wave of 220,000 refugees have 
! ed into neighboring countries 
like Tanzania. More than half are 
women and girls, most of whom 
have experienced gender-based 
violence (GBV) in the process of 
reaching safety.

International news agencies 
are reporting that there are 
instances that point to the 
possibility of genocide occurring 
in Burundi, with government 
forces appearing to target ethnic 
minorities.

Since the con! ict 
began, a TSI contact 
in Tanzania* has been 
helping 30 young 
Burundian women 
with computer skills, 
secondary and HIV/AIDS 
education, and Bible 
instruction. They have 
also cared for those who 
have become pregnant 
after experiencing GBV, coming 
alongside them with resources 
and childcare so their education 
can continue. 

Burundian refugee children in Tanzania

(Continued on page 4) 

Tech-Kits for 
Tent Schools
Technology is an 
important part of learning 
for displaced children.

Today, within most of the 
developed world, 60% of 
classrooms incorporate 
technology into learning on 
a regular basis. Not only can 
technology assist the teaching 
and learning processes, its use 
also helps prepare students for 
future educational and vocational 
endeavors.

Even as technology becomes an 
integral part of the classroom, a 
majority of refugee children have 
never had access to a computer. 
Tent Schools International 
equips schools with technology 
appropriate to the transitional 
area, introducing children to 
computer skills that will increase 

earning and job 
opportunities.

A Tech-Kit contains 
a mini-laptop loaded 
with faith-based 
classroom resources, 
a ! ash drive for use 
on multiple devices, 
a laptop charger 
and an extra battery. 
Tech-Kits are geared 
toward equipping 
older students who are ready 

for technology exposure, as 
well as their teachers, who can 
use these technological tools to 
improve the learning experience.

A tent school in Bekaa Valley, Lebanon

Even as technology 
becomes an integral 
part of the classroom, 
a majority of refugee 
children have never had 
access to a computer. 

With the latest in! ux of families 
out of Burundi, the organization 
is now shifting its focus to 
younger children, both boys 
and girls, in 2016. Their goal is 



TENT SCHOOLS INTERNATIONAL 
is a 501(c)(3) non-pro® t organization.

Tent Schools International•

A / 629 Ionia Ave. SW
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

P / (616) 531-9102

W / tentschoolsint.org

PRESIDENT
Scott Vander Kooy  svanderkooy@tentschoolsint.org

VICE PRESIDENT 
Dale Dieleman  ddieleman@tentschoolsint.org

COMMUNICATIONS
Emily Klooster  eklooster@tentschoolsint.org

DEVELOPMENT
Vonda Wiltjer  vwiltjer@tentschoolsint.org

DONOR SERVICES  
Jackie Bray  jbray@tentschoolsint.org 

OUR MISSION  
TENT SCHOOLS INTERNATIONAL• 

demonstrates the love of Jesus Christ 
for displaced children by providing safe, 

compassionate learning environments that 
exchange chaos and loss for 

peace and opportunity.

ªDisplaced children have faced so 
much loss and instability already in 
their lives. They should not also have to 

lose the basic human right of education. We are 
excited to know that, in the name of Jesus, Tent 
Schools International is focusing all of its efforts on 
supplying the education these precious children 
so deserve.º - Belinda G., Grand Rapids, MI 

Become an Ambassador with your commitment 
of $25 or more monthly. Sign up on our website at 
tentschoolsint.org/ambassador, or contact us: 
(616) 531-9102 or info@tentschoolsint.org.

These are our Ambassadors.
We asked one of our monthly supporters, 
ªWhat inspires you about this mission?º

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Join us for the following 
events bene® ting our mission!

PAINT YOUR OWN CANVAS
May 12 at 7pm at Bridges 
Scoreboard Restaurant, 121 N. 
Grif® th Boulevard, Grif® th, IN 46319
$25 per participant - reserve your spot by 
contacting Vonda at vwiltjer@tentschoolsint.org.

 

BOWL FOR THE GOAL
May 13 at 7-9pm at Hudsonville 
Lanes, 5775 Balsam Drive, 
Hudsonville, MI 49426
$15/adult, $10/child to reach the goal 
of funding a tent school in Lebanon

BACK-TO-SCHOOL
LIVE AUCTION
August 27 at 7pm
Ada Christian School

to establish tent schools in four 
camps within the region as soon 
as possible.

“We have reached more than 
300 children in tents at the 
Nyarugusu Settlement Camp, 
and now have to increase 
that number,” says Norbert*, a 
Tanzanian national representing 
the organization. “[At school] we 
have been giving them and their 
families soap, shoes, clothes, 
and other humanitarian aid.”

The organization has 
applied for funding from 
various aid agencies, 
including Tent Schools 
International, before 
they can move 
forward with schools 
and supplies for the 
increasing number 
of refugees from Burundi.

Help launch a tent school for 
Burundian refugees at  
www.tentschoolsint.org/give.
*Full names withheld for security reasons

Burundi Crisis Escalates continued from page 3 
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Paint Your Own Canvas, Grand Rapids, MI

Q:
A:

Request an AdvoKit to fuel the mission where you live - tentschoolsint.org/advokit or (616) 531-9102.


